Saint Joseph parish
July 27, 2014

www.sjcpinole.org

Mass Times

Daily Mass: 7:30 am

9:00 am

She said to Him,

First Friday: 7:30 pm
Saturday: 8:00 am

“Yes, Lord. I

(Vigil) 5:00 pm
(en español) 7:00 pm
Sunday: 7:00 am
8:30 am
10:30 am
12:30 pm
(Youth) 5:30 pm

have come to
believe that you
are the Messiah,
the Son of God,
the one who is

Reconciliation
Saturday: 3:30 - 4:30 pm

coming into the
world.
John 11:27

Feast of St. Martha, July 29
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

(Year A)

First Reading — Solomon prays for an understanding heart.
(1 Kings 3:5, 7‐12)
Psalm — Lord, I love your commands. (Psalm 119)
Second Reading — All things work for good for those
who love God. (Romans 8:28‐30)
Gospel — The one who knows of the kingdom of heaven
brings new and old from the storeroom.
(Ma hew 13:44‐52 [44‐46])

Priests & Deacons
Pastor
Fr. John Direen

Parochial vicars
Fr. Eddie Castañas
Fr. Peter Son Vo

Deacon
Dn. Les Miyashiro
To inquire about sacraments: Baptism,
Marriage or Rites of Initiation of Adults, please
call the Parish Center at (510) 741-4900.
Information also at www.sjcpinole.org

Church: 837 Tennent Avenue, Pinole CA 94564 School:1961 Plum St., Pinole CA 94564 (510) 724-0242, Fax 724-9886
Office: 2100 Pear St. Pinole CA 94564 (510) 741-4900, Fax (510) 724-9185 Hours: Mon. - Thur. 9:00 am - 7:30 pm, Fri. 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Reflections

Fr. John Direen
Pastor

CONFORM TO
GOD’S LOVING
DESIGN

St. Paul writes to the children of God about our common vocation, i.e. “…to be
conformed to the image of his Son…” (Rom 8:29). The call to conform has its negative
connotations, but when the call comes from our benevolent God, who created us to live
in harmony with the Blessed Trinity so that we can enjoy the fullness of life and love, we
are motivated to comply. Our first and formal response to this vocation is celebrated in
the Rite of Baptism, the sacrament common to all God’s children, which is the beginning
of our life in Christ. We are baptized into his life, death and resurrection. This
immersion initiates a lifelong response to our Lord’s invitation to holiness, which
involves the transformation of every aspect of our lives, from life, through death, and
into eternal life.
The Doctrinal Principles outlined in Humanae Vitae (HV) takes the whole person into
consideration. “It is the whole man and the whole mission to which he is called that
must be considered: both its natural, earthly aspects and its supernatural, eternal
aspects” (HV II, 7). Conscientious of our goal to be one with Christ and share in his
victory over death, we continue our journey of conversion by means of the sacramental
life of the Church. The sacrament of reconciliation gives us permission to continue our
journey while assuring us of our Lord’s forgiveness as we hear the words of absolution: I
absolve you from your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit. It also opens us to the grace we seek as we join in Solomon’s prayer: “Give your
servant…an understanding heart…to distinguish right from wrong” (1 Kgs. 3:8). The
sacrament of Eucharist, received in the state of grace, is a sign of our communion with
God and gives us food for our journey to continue to conform to his will.
The first doctrinal principle in HV refers to God’s Loving Design and calls our
attention to the sacrament of Holy Matrimony, one of two vocation sacraments, the other
being Holy Orders. The Catholic Church teaches that marriage is a call from God, not a
right for everyone, which bears the unique privilege and responsibility of living in
accordance with God’s Loving Design as can be found in the book of Genesis 1:27-28
“God created man in his image, in the divine image he created him; male and female he
created them. God blessed them, saying: ‘Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and
subdue it.” Our inherent dignity as children of God manifests itself as we conform to his
image. “Married love particularly reveals its true nature and nobility when we realize
that it takes its origin from God, who ‘is love,’ (Jn. 4:8) the Father ‘from whom every
family in heaven and on earth is named.’ (Eph 3:15)” (HV 8).
In the response to today’s Psalm 119: “Lord, I love your commands,” we profess
truth to what St. Paul tells us in our second reading, “We know that all things work for
good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose” (Rom 8:28). We
must work at following God’s design on us, and as we do we discover the blessings of
our vocation to be one with Him, and how the sacramental life of the Church helps us to
observe the purpose set before us. “The marriage of those who have been baptized is, in
addition, invested with the dignity of a sacramental sign of grace, for it represents the
union of Christ and His Church” (HV 8). To represent Christ and His Church is both a
dignified role and a responsibility with a profound purpose. Our witness is developed by
our understanding of the truth of God’s design on us from the beginning, and animated
by our goal to enter the kingdom of heaven. This mature faith allows us to teach as we
read in today’s gospel: “Then every scribe who has been instructed in the kingdom of
heaven is like the head of a household who brings from his storeroom both the new and
the old” (Mt. 13:52). Next week we will consider the second doctrinal principle in HV,
Married Love.
Fr. John

Our Week at St. Joseph’s

MASS INTENTIONS

Monday, July 28

7:30 am Purifiacion Broas †
9:00 am Felicisima Benamer †

Tuesday, July 29 St. Martha

7:30 am Joseph Ebron (Birthday)
9:00 am Priscilla Carrera †

PARISH CALENDAR

Sunday, July 27
7:00
8:00
9:30
10:30
10:30
3:30

am
am
am
am
am
pm

Hospitality-Girl Scouts - PH
7:00 AM Choir Practice - PC
RCIA Team Meeting - PC
Children’s Liturgy of the Word - PH
12:30 PM Choir Practice - PC
Youth Mass Choir - CH

Thursday, July 31Wednesday, July 30 St. Peter Chrysologus
Monday, July 28
9:45 am - Church 7:30 am Pedro Bathan †
7:30 pm Safe Environment Training - CH
Divine Mercy
9:00 am Paulino Segunlina Felix †
7:30 pm Asociación Guadalupana Rosario - PC
7:30 pm - Church Thursday, July 31 St. Ignatius of Loyola
8:30 pm YM Movie Night - SCH
Exposition,
7:30 am Adora Brazil †
Tuesday, July 29
9:00 am Ayoub & Anisa Younis †
Adoration
7:30 pm Cursillo Mens Reunion - PC
Wednesday, July 30
& Benediction Friday, August 1 St. Alphonsus Ligouri
~The Holy Hour~ 7:30 am Rodolfo & Elsa Divino
9:30 am Our Mother of Perpetual Help - CH
(Wedding Anniversary)
11:00 am New Covenant Prayer Group - PC
9:00 am Caridad Bathan †
7:00 pm Spanish Choir Practice - CH
7:00 pm Boy Scout Troop 81 - PH
7:30 pm Celso Velasco, Sr. †
August 1
7:30 pm Asociación Guadalupana Prayer Group- PC
Saturday, August 2 B.V.M.; St. Eusebius
First Friday Mass
Thursday, July 31
of Vercelli, St. Peter Julian Eymard
7:00 pm Baptism Class-Spanish - PC
7:30 pm - Church 8:00 am Anthony Nghia & Maria Ban †
7:30 pm Holy Hour - CH
5:00
pm
Bernard
Damele
†
Followed by:
7:30 pm Family Choir Practice - PC
7:00 pm Parishioners of St. Joseph
Alliance of Two Hearts
Sunday, August 3
and
Eucharistic Adoration 7:00 am Matilda David †
(until midnight)
8:30 am Antonio Camins †

10:30 am Melaine Pascual (Birthday)
12:30 pm Ross Levin †
5:30 pm Felipe Ferrer †

Please Pray for Our Sick Relatives & Friends

Irma Aguirre-Florero, Caridad Alvarez, Lisa Amdahl, Julissa Ando, Charito
Antaran, Rachel Austria, Victoria Barthell, Linda Bass, Elaine R. Baxter, Mike
Becker, Pureza Belza, Isabel Benavidez, Bernabe R. Bernardo, Felisa R. Bernardo,
Mariano Berona, Michael Betschart, Edward Borja Jr., Maria Brawand, John Byrne,
Pablo Cabasa, Carlena Calderon, Veronica Cañas, Catalina Caoile, Lily L.
Cardeñas, Karen Cartwright, David Castrillo, Juanita Castrillo, Karl Castrillo, Lina
Castro, Sharon Chilson, Kathy Cichon, Fr. Nady Corrales, Donna Cowen, Colleen
Cronin, Rose Cuaresma, Jack Davis, Donna Day, Violet De Borja, Ester
Dimalanta, Mary Louise Duhart, Hector & Leonila Duque, Hilario Duque, Anita
Ferrer, Wil Figueira, Gilbert Garcia, Jose M. Gonzalez, Rene Hagen,
Buenaventura Hermosa, Ley & Tony Ibasco, Gordon Jee, Bill & Pamela Jones,
James Jones, Carmen Kruger, Zoltan Kraynik, Joan Kunze, Darlene La Fountain,
Ann Kamille Labay, John & Shamisa Lauderdale, Leslie Lawless, Jessica Lawless,
Christopher Longmire, Imelda F. Magat, Rose Mares, Constance Mayher, Anela
Malani Medalle, Flocita Mendoza, Yolanda Monsano, Becky Montayre, Sean &
RoseMary Moore; Cari Mora, Dino Mora, Olive Myers, Aurora Nagrampa, Jasmine
Naraja, James Nation, Mark Nelson, Francois Njike, Angelica Nodia, Enriqueta
Nool, Monina Nuguid, Jose Oliquiano, Jaime Pacheco, Robert C. Pacificador, Lisa
Paine, Christian G. Pascual, Joyce Peterson, Leticia F. Poblete, Dominic Prado,
Gloria M. Purificacion, Grace Quiddaoean, Josie U. Ramos, Lyan I. Recacho,
Agnes Reyes, Gaudencio G. Rivera, Nichey Isabel Rivera, Allan Roben, Gary
Rondeau, Susan Rondeau, Josline Rubio, Dolores Salvatore, Carlina Santos, Rose
Marie Shramick, Victor Scolari, Gloria Sendaydiego, Eller Sunga, Hortense
Swing, Peter & May Tam, Fe A. Tamparong, Joaquina P. Tapayan, Jeffrey
Tayag, Jesus Tayag, Sandy Thompson, Cesar R. Tolentino, Flor Tolentino,
Liviu Tomutsa, Keytoen Townsend, Abraham Trinidad, B. Jay Trinidad,
Bernard Trinidad, Buenaventura Ugarte, Gerry Ursua, Alma N. Valeros, Javier
Van Cleave, Mary Vanderzwan, Julita Varquez, Rosie Vidal, Vincetta Ward,
Julie Wee, Pam White, Rick Young, Brittany Ziegler, & Jerry Zivney.

Friday, August 1
9:45
5:00
7:30
7:30

am
pm
pm
pm

Friday AM Adoration - CH
5:00 PM Choir Rehearsal - PC
First Friday Mass - CH
Spanish Choir Practice - PC

8:45
4:00
8:00
8:00

am
pm
pm
pm

Our Lady of Fatima First Saturday - CH

Saturday, August 2

5:00 PM Choir Practice - PH
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament -CH
Asociación Guadalupana Hospitality - PH

Sunday, August 3

7:00 am Hospitality-Knights of Columbus - PH
10:30 am Children’s Liturgy of the Word - PH

Please Pray for Our Loved Ones Overseas
in the Military, and Their Families: Darryl
Jason Garcia, Army; Christine Massey, Army;
Rebecca Sabatini, National Guard; and Carlo
Spampinato, Marines.

2014-15 REGISTRATION NOW OPEN
Sign up forms for Religious Formation, Middle
School & Youth Ministry, 1st Year Confirmation,
and sacramental preparation classes are available
in the Parish Center and on the St. Joseph Church
website, www.sjcpinole.org After August 8 a late
fee of $10 per student will be charged.

PARISH DIRECTORIES STILL AVAILABLE
Plenty of 2013 St. Joseph family directories remain.
If you do not yet have one, come by the
Parish Center and pick up a copy.

Religious Formation

FAITH FORMATION, GRADES 1 TO 6




Attention parents: if you have not yet picked up your
First Communion banners they are available at the
Parish Center, Monday-Thursday, 9:00am - 7:30pm
and Friday 9:00am - 5:00pm through the summer.
Next year’s Faith Formation registration forms are
now available in the Parish Center and on the parish
website, www.sjcpinole.org

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD


Please join us most Sundays at the 10:30 am Mass.
Your children will thank you.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS



The RCIA Team Meeting takes place today (July 27),
from 9:30 am - 12:00 pm in the Parish Center.
If you are interested in the Catholic faith or
completing your Sacraments please call RoseMary
Moore at 741-4900 ext. 204 or e-mail to
rosemarym@sjcpinole.org

St. Joseph School

STUDENT APPLICATIONS
St. Joseph School is accepting applications for the 2014 –
2015 school year. Along with our strong academic
programs we offer an array of enrichment subjects for our
students. These include: Spanish, Computers, Art, Music,
Library, and Physical Education; all presented
in a welcoming and nurturing environment. Our
children receive the support, guidance, and
encouragement in becoming their best as
independent and well-balanced learners. For
more information please call the School office
at 724-0242.

STATUS ON CLASS SPACES
To keep you updated on available spaces in our
various grade levels, we have openings in: Kindergarten,
First, Second, Third, Fifth, Seventh, and Eighth; although
some classes are limited to one or two available
spots. We continue to test prospective students,
but please note they would be placed on a
waiting list. Please call us, 724-0242, should
you want your child tested for the 2014-2015
school year.

BISHOP BARBER’S BLOG
Follow the latest goings-on with Bishop Barber,
his encounters with the people of the diocese, his
travels, and insights on current events on his web
log at: www.bishopbarbersj.wordpress.com

Youth Formation & Ministry News

YOUTH, GRADES 7 TO 12
EMMAUS PEER MINISTRY: Please pray for our group
of 26 Peer Ministers who began their training retreat on
Friday and end the retreat this afternoon. May they be
blessed with continual inspiration and spread Jesus’ Good
News to their peers!
SUMMER SCHEDULE: Our second to last summer event
will be Movie Night on Monday, July 28 in the Gym from
8:30 to 10:45 pm. We will show Hayao Miyazaki’s
Spirited Away (rated PG; runtime 125 min.) If you’d like
comfortable floor seating bring a lawn chair, beach mat, or
sleeping bag. We will serve lemonade and microwave
popcorn. You can bring a friend, and/or a snack to share.
Questions, contact our youth ministry director, Teena Posas
at 741-4900 ext. 210.
CONFIRMATION CERTIFICATES: If you were
confirmed at the Cathedral on April 26, 2014, please pick
up your certificate at the Parish Center during office hours.
CATECHISTS NEEDED: We are looking for a few
adults to be part of our Confirmation team. If you value
helping teenagers understand what it means to have a
Catholic identity as they prepare to receive Confirmation,
please contact our youth ministry director, Teena Posas at
741-4900 ext. 210 for more information.

REGISTRATION FOR 2014-2015
MIDDLE SCHOOL MINISTRY, FOR GRADES 7 & 8:
Registration forms are available at the parish center and on
the parish website. We offer a faith formation class for
grades 7 and 8. We meet on Wednesday evenings from
September to May. Students should be enrolled in faith
formation every year. Furthermore, they must participate in
two consecutive years of faith formation before they can
receive sacraments. Students who begin faith formation for
the first time in the fall of 2014 will be eligible to receive
First Communion in the spring of 2016.
CONFIRMATION, GRADES 9 TO 12: Registration
forms are available at the parish center and on the parish
website. The Youth Ministry class is for high school aged
teenagers to begin the first year of the parish two year
Confirmation Preparation Program. For the first year class,
we meet on Monday evenings from September to June.
Students who begin Youth Ministry in the fall of 2014 will
be eligible to receive the sacrament of Confirmation and/or
First Communion in the spring of 2016.

If you would like to enroll in the first year preparation
class, or if you have already had one year of high school
youth ministry in a parish, and would like to enroll in the
Confirmation program, please contact our Youth Ministry
Director, Teena Posas at 741-4900 ext. 210.

Ministry Programs and Events

SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING
All of the parishes in the diocese are on a three year cycle
for Safe Environment training. The three-year cycle for St.
Joseph’s certification is ending this year. ALL parish
ministry volunteers and staff are required to renew their
certifications by October 31 to continue their
ministries. Please make time to attend one of the free training
sessions and be on time as late comers will not be
admitted. Due to the nature of the training, no one under 18 is
permitted.
• Monday, July 28 at 7:30 pm in Church
• Wednesday, August 13 at 7:30 pm in Church
• Thursday, August 28 at 7 pm in School Gym
• Saturday, September 13 at 9:30 am in Church
• Thursday, September 18 at 7 pm in School Gym

For training in Spanish, please call the Parish Center.
Online

training

is

also
available
at
Print the certificate and
bring it to the parish center with $8. Please contact the Parish
Center with any questions.

www.shieldthevulnerable.org.

ST. JOSEPH SENIORS
A Luau at the Pinole Senior Center
Our next event will be on August 7. Mass will be
at 11:00 am in the Church. Then, we’ll go to the Pinole
Senior Center for a fun Hawaiian Luau Luncheon.
There will be Hawaiian music & hula dancers for
entertainment. Wear your Hawaiian attire.
Buy your tickets soon from
Theresa Meehan, Bill Gahan, or from
the Pinole Senior Center, 2500
Charles Ave. Tickets are $7/
person. This is a very popular
event. Don Ho cannot make it, but
we'll be there. All are welcome.

SOCIAL MINISTRY CERTIFICATE PROGRAM
Beginning August 9
St. Joseph the Worker Parish, 1640 Addison St, Berkeley
Looking for ways to reenergize your parish social justice
group or learn more about the Church’s social mission? The
diocese is hosting a six-class Social Ministry Certificate
Program beginning August 9 at St. Joseph the Worker in
Berkeley. This class is open to all Catholics seeking to
better understand their faith and is highly recommended for
Social Justice ministers, JustFaith grads, catechists, Catholic
School teachers, master catechists and those interested in
becoming master catechists. Renewal certification credit is
available.
For more information or to
register visit www.oak4life.org

BEREAVEMENT & CARING MINISTRY
Calling our brothers and sisters in Christ - do you
need help or would you like to help for those who grieve
for various reasons and in different ways?
The new B & C Ministry would like
to hear from you.
Come to our
meetings and check out if it suits your
need. They are held every second
Wednesday of the month in the Parish
Center (St. Therese Room) at 11:30 am.
The next one is August 13, see you
there.

HEARTS WIDE OPEN
A JustFaith Parish Mission Workshop
Saturday, August 23
You are invited to a special Introductory JustFaith
workshop with nationally recognized speaker, Jack Jezreel,
at St. Joseph Basilica in Alameda, 1109 Chestnut St. The
workshop will be from 9:00 am until 12:00 pm on Saturday,
August 23.
"Hearts Wide Open" is focused on Jesus's call to love
God by loving our neighbor (Mt. 22:37-40), which in the
words of Pope Francis "is not something abstract, but
profoundly concrete: it means seeing in every person the
face of the Lord to be served, to serve him concretely." The
mission workshop will invite you into a lively engagement
with the scriptures, the witness of the saints, and the
spirituality of the Gospels in the hope of lighting a fire of
commitment in your parish to the Church's mission of
healing and mercy.
For more information visit www.oak4life.org or contact
John Watkins at 510-267-8379.

DAILY READINGS
JULY 28 TO AUGUST 3
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Jer 13:1‐11; Dt 32:18‐21; Mt 13:31‐35
Jer 14:17‐22; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13; Jn 11:19‐27
or Lk 10:38‐42
Jer 15:10, 16‐21; Ps 59:2‐4, 10‐11, 17‐18;
Mt 13:44‐46
Jer 18:1‐6; Ps 146:1b‐6ab; Mt 13:47‐53
Jer 26:1‐9; Ps 69:5, 8‐10, 14; Mt 13:54‐58
Jer 26:11‐16, 24; Ps 69:15‐16, 30‐31, 33‐34;
Mt 14:1‐12
Is 55:1‐3; Ps 145:8‐9, 15‐18;Rom 8:35, 37‐39;
Mt 14:13‐21

TELEVISED SUNDAY MASS
A TV Mass is broadcast Sundays at 6:00 am on
the Bay Area’s KTSF Channel 26 and KOFY
Channel 20. It is produced for viewing for the
homebound and others unable to attend Mass by
God Squad Productions with Msgr. Harry
Schlitt, celebrant.

Faithful Stewardship
“The law of Your mouth is to me more precious than
thousands of gold and silver pieces,” says the psalmist
today. Does the amount of my offering suggest that I
could honestly say the same? See Psalm 119

Sunday, July 20
Plate/Mailed-in:
EFT:
Total:

$12,399.16
$942.50
$13,341.66

Thank you for your generous contributions.

ALTAR FLOWERS
This weekend’s flowers in the sanctuary are offered by:
Tony & Vilma Jacob
to
commemorate
their
40th
Wedding
Anniversary. Congratulations and may God
continue to bless you and grant you joy.

LOOKING FOR NEW LEADERS
Hello Parish family, we are in need of a few people to
take on a leadership role for three of our Oktoberfest booths.
The Sausage booth, the Mango booth and the Plant booth
will be absent from this year’s festival without your help.
These are very popular and financially successful booths.
The Knights of Columbus, YLI, Boys Scouts, the
Guadalupana Group, and the 7:00 A.M. Choir already staff
booths as an organization or ministry. We missed our
Filipino food booth last year but they will be back and strong
this October. We have many ministries still out there, can we
call on you and yours to step forward? If you can offer the
leadership for one of these booths, the volunteers are ready
to help you. Call 724-4087 if you have any questions or
suggestions.
Mercy Madigan, Oktoberfest Food Booth Core Team

ITEMS FOR OKTOBERFEST DINNER RAFFLE
The St. Joseph Oktoberfest Dinner to be held on September
27 is in need of raffle prizes. If you would like to make a
monetary donation or provide a new item, please
contact Bob Van Bibber at 223-6801. The Oktoberfest
Committee thanks you.

USCCB WORD OF LIFE
The irony is that many people think of us Catholics as people
of No -- don’t do this, don’t do that. In reality we are the
people of Yes -- yes to God, yes to life, yes to compassion
for the poor and suffering, yes to the solidarity and
community that make us messengers of joy even in a valley
of tears.
— Cardinal Seán O’Malley, homily at Opening Mass of the
2014 National Prayer Vigil for Life

CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
PART FOUR - CHRISTIAN PRAYER
SECTION ONE – CH. THREE - THE LIFE OF PRAYER
(Part 2)
2697 Prayer is the life of the new heart. It ought to animate us at
every moment... But we cannot pray “at all times” if we do not
pray at specific times, consciously willing it...
III. Contemplative Prayer
2709 What is contemplative prayer? St. Teresa answers:
“Contemplative prayer [oración mental] in my opinion is nothing
else than a close sharing between friends; it means taking time
frequently to be alone with him who we know loves us.”
Contemplative prayer seeks him “whom my soul loves. (Song
1:7; 3:1-4) It is Jesus, and in him, the Father. We seek him,
because to desire him is always the beginning of love, and we
seek him in pure faith... In this inner prayer we can still meditate,
but our attention is fixed on the Lord himself.
2710 The choice of the time and duration of the prayer arises
from a determined will... one makes time for the Lord... no
matter what trials and dryness one may encounter...
independently of the conditions of health, work, or emotional
state...
2711 Entering into contemplative prayer is like entering into
the Eucharistic liturgy: we “gather up” the heart, recollect our
whole being under the prompting of the Holy Spirit, abide in the
dwelling place of the Lord which we are, awaken our faith in
order to enter into the presence of him who awaits us. We let our
masks fall and turn our hearts back to the Lord who loves us, so
as to hand ourselves over to him as an offering to be purified and
transformed.
2712 Contemplative prayer is the prayer of the child of God, of
the forgiven sinner who agrees to welcome the love by which he
is loved and who wants to respond to it by loving even more (Lk
7:36-50; 19:1-10). But he knows that the love he is returning is
poured out by the Spirit in his heart, for everything is grace from
God...
2713 Contemplative prayer ... can be accepted only in humility
and poverty... Contemplative prayer is a communion in which the
Holy Trinity conforms man, the image of God, “to his likeness.”
2714 Contemplative prayer is...intense time of prayer. In it the
Father strengthens our inner being with power through his Spirit
“that Christ may dwell in [our] hearts through faith” and we may
be “grounded in love.” (Eph 3:16-17)
2715 Contemplation is a gaze of faith, fixed on Jesus. “I look at
him and he looks at me”... His gaze purifies our heart...
2716 Contemplative prayer is hearing the Word of God...such
attentiveness is the obedience of faith, the unconditional
acceptance of a servant, and the loving commitment of a child. ...
2717 Contemplative prayer is silence... In this silence the
Father speaks to us his incarnate Word, who suffered, died, and
rose...
2718 Contemplative prayer is a union with the prayer of Christ
insofar as it makes us participate in his mystery...
2719 Contemplative prayer is a communion of love bearing
Life... The Paschal night of the Resurrection passes through the
night of the agony and the tomb... We must be willing to “keep
watch with [him] one hour.” (Mt 26:40 )

